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I ANIMATOON REPORT
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Moomins travel to Riviera

The Moomins, Snorkmaiden and Little My are living in peace in their cosy Moominvalley. But they want to

search some adventures and set sail for the Riviera. Life there is, however, completely different than at home.

he new Moomin feature animation
Moomins on the Riviera is ready
with a premiere in Helsinki in October
2014. It is based on a comic strip written

and drawn by the creator of Moomins,

Tove Jansson, in 1954.
The film

is a Finnish-French

Tove Jansson (1914 -2001)

- Born in Helsinki, Finland

- Novelist, illustrator, comics artist,
painter

- Studies of art in 1930 s

- Political cartoonist in 1940" s

- First Moomin book The Moomins
and the great flood, 1945

- Comic strip Moomin from 1954,
continued by her brother Lars
Jansson until 1975

- Wrote eight Moomin novels, last one
Moominvalley in November, 1970

- Five Moomin picture books for
children

- Six novels and five books of short
stories for adults

- Books translated into 33 languages

- Work for theatres and song texts

- Paintings and murals
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coproduction with a French director Xavier
Picard. It is traditional animation, hand
drawn 2D film. The work was divided
between Handle Productions in Finland,
Pic Tac studio in France and Sandman
animation studio in Suzhou, China.

The rights of Moomin are owned by a
company led by Tove Jansson’ s niece
Sophia Jansson. She carefully selects the
projects and products Moomins can be
used for. To safeguard the soul and
character of Moomins is important for her.

She once told the experienced Finnish
producer Hanna Hemil? that no one has
done an animation based on Tove’ s comic
strips. Could it be something for Hanna,
who has also produced animation before?

Hemil? says she liked the idea and
thought France might be a good partner in
the production, as both comics and animation
are strong there. She asked Xavier Picard, a
director she knew and he was ready.

"1 knew that Moomins are the

—

national treasure in Finland, but I was not
familiar with the comic strips”, Picard
says. Japanese animation wizard Hayao
Miyazaki is an idol for Picard and he
wanted to make the film like Miyazaki,
hand drawn and 2D.

"In the film I have tried to follow the
living line of Tove Jansson as much as I
can”, Picard says. The production began
in 2011 with a budget of four million

Euro, a lot for a Finnish feature.

Social satire from 1950’ s

The story follows quite closely the
original comic strip, which is based on the
experiences of Tove Jansson when visiting
Riviera with her mother in early 1950’ s.

But more important is that the film
tries to follow the spirit of Tove Jansson’
s comic strip. It contains social satire and
was made for an audience of all ages. The

film keep this satire alive and targets
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family audience.

Snorkmaiden is dazzled by the
attentions of the playboy Clark Tresco.
Moominpappa befriends an aristocrat
Marquis Mongaga and begins to call himself
with the family name " de Moomin’ .

Moomin become jealous and
Moominmamma moves under a boat
from the luxury hotel. One day the other
ones will be bored and want to sail home,
she thinks. She is right, as always.

Life in Riviera is expensive and
Moomins never care about money, they
hardly know it. How do they survive?
Snorkmaiden gets one coin and goes to a
casino, winning huge pile of banknotes.
That' s how easy it is.

Visually the film is surprisingly

Tove Jansson - always beloved

Year 2014 is Tove Jansson' s 100th
anniversary. The anniversary is
celebrated widely both in Finland and in
other parts of the world.

There are several exhibitions,
events, seminars, documentary films
and new books about Tove and her
work. New editions of her books are
printed in many countries.

The City of Helsinki named a park
after Tove Jansson. It is close to her
childhood home, where she lived with
her siblings, sculptor father and
graphical designer mother.

Although Jansson has never been
out of the fashion, she enjoys again a
new renaissance at the moment. One
reason for this are the reprints of her
Moomin comics by a Canadian
publisher Drawn&Quarterly.

These introduced her surprisingly
modern comic strip - created in 1954 -
to new audiences in a new book format.

These books have now been published

—p—

faithful for the original work. The old
black and white comic strip has now got
colours, but even these are looking as if
they come from 1950’ s. Colours are warm
with a kind of tasteful retro style. They
make a clear contrast to the very bright
colours in most of the animated features
aimed for family or young audience.

Drawings are looking like Tove
Jansson’ s drawings. Animation is
professional, movements are smooth.
Moving from one scene to anther is also
working smoothly. In other words: this is
a visually charming package, a real film
with a good manuscript.

But a word of warning for those who
knows Moomins only from the Japanese

TV animation. As Moomins on the Riviera

in many countries.

Tove Jansson' s Moomins have been
adapted to many other forms of art.
There are several plays, radio plays,
opera and of course films.

TV Die
Moominfamilie was filmed in 1959 in
West-Germany. In 1969 - 1970 with

some sequels in 1971 - 1973 was time

Marionette series

for the first Japanese animation series.

A major production was the Polish-
Austrian-German puppet animation series
1977 - 1982. Another Moomin animation
was filmed in Sovietunion in 1978.

The real Moomin Boom began in
1990 when the Japanese made 104 - part
TV series began. On the basis of these
two feature animation were also made.

An interesting feature project was the
remake on the basis of the Polish made
puppet animation from 1970’ s. The
Finnish producer made two stereoscopic
3D animated features in 2008 and 2010
on the very same material.

Moomins on the Riviera is the latest

Moomin animation with a premiere in

—

follows the original drawings all Moomins
are white. The story has also somewhat

other emphasis than the TV series.
What is important?

One of the key lines of the film is
repeated twice by Moominpappa: " What
is important is to live in peace, plant
potatoes and dream.”

Picard says this summarize something
very important. ” More important than
money and fortune is to develope oneself
and find a balance. This is how I think
and I believe Tove Jansson was thinking

$0,1t00.” moominsontheriviera.com

Heikki Jokinen

October 2014.

The humanity of Tove Jansson’ s art

and her humble but practical life
philosophy combined with her artistic
skills guarantee that she has never been
out of the fashion. There are always new

generations to immerse in her world.
Tovel00.com

WWW.Mmoomin.com

WWW_.tovejansson.com
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